[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]There is a concept of absurdism in philosophy, popularized by Søren Kierkegaard, which explains the belief in something super-ration in Christian faith, and our ability to understand or reason.  He calls it absurd, not as something that is negative but as an opportunity for faith, and that this is something that human logic cannot comprehend. God, we must embrace this absurdity through a passionate leap of faith to truly experience God and all his blessings. 

So, we had two readings this morning. One from Ezekiel 37, the raising of the dry bones into living beings with flesh and bones, and even the spirit of God giving them breath and life.   Of course, it is impossible to believe the literal resurrection; therefore, it was better as a vision or dream, as the prophet Ezekiel was shown. It all has to do with God making a point about his plans for the exiles of Israel in the context of the Babylonian invasion, which led them into a long period of colonization by Babylon, enduring long suffering and loss in the 570s BCE.  Their city, Jerusalem, and its temple were destroyed, and many were deported. They felt utterly helpless and grieved deeply over the sense of abandonment and separation from their God. And they cried out to God, saying, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost, we are cut off completely.” 

The Dry bones in the book of Ezekiel are a symbol of suffering and distress, as seen in Psalm 31:10, “My strength fails because of my misery, and my bones are wasting away.” In Ezekiel, this imagery of dry bones expresses the community's deep despair. It serves as a poetic and prophetic response to their situation, reflecting their feelings of hopelessness, deep despair from their separation from the land and the temple, and a sense of being cut off. 

Yet, through his vision, Ezekiel had God assure the people of Israel that he has not abandoned them, and they are not cut off. And that in his infinite compassion, he heard all their cries, and he decided to restore and redeem. This vision of dry bones being brought back to life by the Spirit of God — connected with muscles, nerves, and skin, all joined together, and God breathing his breath into them — serves as a vivid and beautiful symbol of God’s promise of restoration and life. 

What is more powerful here is also the promises of His Spirit in verses 12-14, where he says, “I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil to bring them back to restore and redeem. 

And so, I wonder if the story of raising Lazarus is also that vision of God’s promise and his power to redeem and restore, except that it was not a vision but a physical display of God's power in a man who had already been dead for four days.  

In the context of the gospel, this was one of many signs of Jesus, which include turning water into wine, the healing of a son of a nobleman in John 4, healing the lame man at Bethesda, feeding the five thousand, walking on water, healing the blind man, and finally raising Lazarus, our story.  In all of these, Jesus demonstrates the power of God, which, in the end, has turned the hearts and minds of people to believe in him. These are examples of Absurdism, which offer an opportunity for faith. 

We are told that Jesus had friends in Bethany: Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Mary was commended for choosing to listen to Jesus at his feet rather than helping her sister Martha with the work of hospitality in Luke 10:38-42.   Martha was the first one to be seen in our story, and she came to meet with Jesus, who was on the way to their house in Bethany.  We know that she and her sister sent the news out to Jesus, asking him to come and help their brother, days before he died. 

But John tells us that Jesus delays his coming. 
Sounds very odd that Jesus, knowing Lazarus would die will delay his coming on purpose. John tells us that it was not that he did not care. He cared deeply for his friends. In fact, there are no other passages in the Bible that say, “Jesus wept.”

We find the story so full of metaphors, confusion, and emotional chaos, just as we all can feel in our own grief and loss.   Firstly, there is some confusion about why Jesus chose to delay coming to Bethany. The disciples perhaps understood that Jesus was also afraid to go back to Bethany because there was a threat to his life; it was just too dangerous for him to go back to Judea, let alone with all his disciples.

But as Jesus explains, it wasn’t that he was afraid; rather, he had confidence and faith in God, who had a purpose for his life and would protect him until his work was done. He trusted God, the light of his life; in him, he saw his path of life clearly. And so, he said in verse 9, are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light. 

Then it makes us wonder if the same is true for Jesus, who knew that God had a plan for Lazarus, too. And in his divinity, he knew that though Lazarus was dead, God would raise him up. So Jesus said he had fallen asleep, meaning eternal sleep rather than what the disciples had thought was literal sleep, and that he would be awakened if he slept in verse 11.    

And then with Martha, who saw Jesus coming into her town, steeped in her sorrow and grief, as her sister says later on, Martha says to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." Grieving for her now-dead brother, Lazarus. Martha is confused, not quite understanding what Jesus says, just as His disciples earlier, and even for us, too. When with such confidence and conviction, Jesus says to Martha, "Your brother will rise again." 

We know physiologically impossible for someone who died for four days to be raised to life.  And so that this quickly becomes a matter of the extraordinary beyond the realm of the physical. It becomes theological, which can only be explained by our knowledge of who God is and who we are. And so, Martha says, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

And so, Jesus said in verse 25, “I am the resurrection and the life.” The one who believes in me will live, even if they die, and everyone who lives by trusting in me will never truly die. Do you believe this?  
 
Do you believe this? Jesus asks.

I wonder if Martha understood. What was going through her mind at this moment as she made her own personal confession of faith? Was there a sudden shift in her thinking, a conversion perhaps? She says, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the son of God, who is to come into the world.” The confession of faith that is familiar to us, that of Thomas who said, My Lord and My God after seeing the risen Christ, and that of Peter who said, " You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Like Job in the book of Job, “I know my redeemer lives.”

Indeed, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, calling him out of the tomb where he had lain for four days. He was then unbandaged from the burial cloth, restored to life, and later celebrated at a banquet.   Many have come to faith because of him. Because what God can do through Jesus is not only turning water into wine, healing those who are sick, but also raising someone from the dead. 

And the same questions that Jesus asks us. Do you believe this? 

Do you believe in Jesus who suffered, died, and rose again?  It seems that every season of Lent, we are invited to think once again and reflect on how the power of God has been demonstrated in and through Jesus.  How our God loves us, how he has power beyond our understanding. In his compassion, he always hears our prayers, and he demonstrates his power to redeem and restore. And that, as Kirkegaard says, what is absurd in our minds is the opportunity for faith and belief.  And that God so loved the world, he gave his one and only Son, for whoever believes in him will have eternal life. 





















 






