Albany Presbyterian Church 
5th April 2026
Matthew 28:1-10, “We are Easter People, Alleluia is our song”

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. And the eyewitness testimony about Jesus’ resurrection in all four gospels, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-10, and John 26:1-8.  And in Matthew 28:1-10, we read this morning. All tell their own version of the story, uniquely from their own experience. 

And that Matthew’s account of the resurrection of Jesus stands out because Matthew’s testimony of those who witnessed the risen Christ is on a cosmic scale, filled with triumphant, mystical, and earthshattering drama, featuring angels, guards, and literal earthquakes at the open tomb. In fact, the word Seismos, meaning "earthquake,” appeared three times in the Easter narrative: at the entry to Jerusalem, at the crucifixion, and here in the story of the resurrection of Jesus.  It also presents a probable conspiracy about the stolen body and the tomb’s stone gate being rolled away by the angels while the Roman guard watched in fear and trembling. Additionally, the chief priests bribed the guard to spread lies about the resurrection, which Matthew says was widely circulated among the Jews. 

But the story of the angel rolling away the stone is missing in Mark; there is no earthquake, in fact, it is pretty quiet. In Mark, the angel is described as a young man rather than as a mysterious figure. And in Luke and John, there were two angels, instead of one in Matthew. In Mark, the two angels and the man sit inside the grave, whereas in Matthew, the angel sits on the rock he just rolled away.  As far as the first ones who saw Jesus, the ones who were there.  In John, Mary Magdalene was alone in the tomb, but in Mark, Mary, the mother of James and Salome, and in Matthew and Luke, two Marys.  One is Mary Magdalene, but the other Mary, we are not sure.  And in Mark and Luke, the stone was already rolled away; in Matthew, the women actually witnessed the earthquake and the angel descended, rolled away the stone, and even sat on it. 

I wonder why there are so many inconsistencies. It would have been a lot more convenient if it were somewhat harmonized. 

Firstly, many said this is a more credible way to hear what happened that early morning, and each emphasizes the important sentiments unique to their community. 

Secondly, the details of these encounters show distinct styles of each gospel writer.  You and I might tell our stories this way if we were experiencing something as strange, mystical, and powerful as earthquakes, visions of angels, miracles of heavy stones rolling away, and, not to mention, Jesus rising from the dead.  

And that, for example, in Mark, it is abrupt, unadorned, and dramatic, focusing on the empty tomb and the awe-inspiring reaction of the witnesses with no details of the risen Christ, only to say they were absolutely terrified.    But for Matthew, it is full of a dramatic, mystical, and even triumphant focus on divine sovereignty over all the natural and supernatural. The people who witnessed the resurrection were filled with fear and great joy. 

This was the response of the women, who saw the angel, who was in the earthquake, who saw the angel roll away the stone, being told to go and tell others, and finally, the ones who met Jesus on the way, and yes, they were the first ones to see Jesus after risen from the dead. And they fell to the ground and worshipped him. 
The word "worship" used here is the Greek Proskuneo (as in prostrate), also translated as "revere," "pay homage," or "humble" before God. 

This was the posture of these first witnesses, a posture for all of us who saw or experienced Christ Jesus, who was raised from the dead. The posture of Worship...  They worshipped Jesus; not just that they adore and are in awe of him, but also that they realize how big God is and how small we are, how limited we are in all our ways, and how limited our ability is to see and understand the enormity of the manifestation of God’s power and might. 

(Andrew)

 In 1985, in his Easter sermon, John Paul II said, “We are the Easter people, and Alleluia is our song,” a phrase attributed to the great theologian Augustine, as he preached in one of his Easter Sermons.  He called it the believer’s defining song, the song we’ll sing forever in paradise, which is why we need to train for it now by singing it a lot on earth. It’s a song we don’t even have to voice. As long as we live justly, Augustine says, our lives will sing it for us. By their joyful sound and sheer proliferation, we alert the whole world to what Easter has done for us—the indestructible hope it’s given us, the love we experience that never turns us away, the promise of everlasting life. When we sing Alleluia into the world, we invite everyone who hears it into that same hope, that same love, that same new life: We are Easter people, and Alleluia is our song. 

And so the early church gathered the eyewitness accounts of the resurrection, untamed and unfiltered, and continued to tell the story as they saw the risen Christ and experienced the presence and power of God in their lives through the Holy Spirit. 

This is where the church began, resurrection: united in faith in Christ and the unity of the faithful centered around the resurrection story, where Jesus, whose promise of the resurrection lives and continues to live in the hearts of those who believe.  

This is why the bible says we greet each other with Shalom, the peace of Christ, which goes back to the day of resurrection. Urging all the faithful to take active mutual steps of warm, pure, and familial fellowship. 
It actually says we should give the holy kiss of shalom, not just the handshake. Not a ritual but a testimony of the presence of God in the community of Christ and in us. 
(Romans 16:16, 1 Cor. 16:20, 2 Cor. 13:12, 1 Thess. 5:26, 1 Peter 2:4)

Not only those who were there, but all those who came after, hearing their testimony and experiencing the presence of Christ in their midst, continue to testify to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and, being united in their faith in “the resurrection, sing alleluia as their song.” 

Not only in the fellowship, but also in Communion and in taking part in it, is a statement in itself that you believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus and in God, and that the same God who has raised Jesus from the dead will raise us also in him. 
 
And so doing, we say, we believe, we remember and celebrate the risen Christ, until he comes. 
So may there be the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to give us a new mind and spirit. May the Spirit of God renew our sense of seeing and believing in the love of God through Jesus' death and resurrection. May we be truly the people of resurrection and sing Alleluia as our song.  May the God of the resurrection and life, who is present with us now, be with us always through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

